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"And they cried, The Sword o 


Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:2 20, = 
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I want to thank the readers of 
The Sword of the Lord for their 
fine codperation in the subscription 
campaign which closed Monday, 
June 8. I asked you to send in sub- 
scriptions, and you sent them in 
by the hundreds. You got others 
to subscribe witn you, or you sub- 
scribed for them. You sent them 
to relatives, pastors, neighbors, 
Sunday School teachers and friends. 
You sent them in clubs of one to 
forty. Some sent subscriptions for 
preachers only. Mothers subscribed 
for their children. One widow who 
said she had gotten great comfort 
in her lonliness and sorrow from 
The Sword of the Lord, subschibed 
for four widows: One of you sub- 
scribed for President Roosevelt and 
for Governor Allred! You have 
helped splendidly in spreading the 
gospel by getting this paper in the 
homes of your friends and loved 


' ones. God will bless you every day, 


I fell sure, and with all my heart 
I thank you, 

A great many of the new sub- 
scriptions were sent in by new 
readers who first borrowed a copy 
of The Sword of the Lord from a 
neighbor or read it in the home ot 
@ relative. One man sunscribed 
because he said he heard the prais- 
es of The Sword of the Lord on 
every side. A number subscribed 
because of sample copies which 
friends had sent them. 


Dear friends, I want you to know 
how well your work has been re- 
ceived. Those for whom you sub- 
scribed are grateful. They enjoy 
The Sword of the Lord. Letter 
after letter has come saying, “I 
am giad to know I had a triend 
who would give me such a valu- 
able present as a subscription to 
The Sword of the Lord,’ or “Will 
you tell me wno subscribed for The 
Sword of the Lord for me so I can 
thank them. It certainly is a bless- 
ing,” and similar statements. 


. Among the thousands of new sub- 


scriptions, it is really remarkable 


) that they seem so well pleased, as 


evidenced by the letters which 
come daily from new readers. 


Last July the 13th, less than a 
year ago, when application was 
made for second class postage per- 
mit, this paper had, I believe,364 
subscriptions. Now it has, thank 
God, about 5,500. Our bookkeep- 
ing has not quite caught up since 
the subscriptions have been pour- 
ing in so rapidly the last few days, 
but it is about that. God has blessed 
the messages in The Sword of the 
Lord. You who have helped us get 
readers for the paper are our part- 
ners. Here in tne office we say, 
“Thank you, and God bless you.” 
You will have part in all the re- 
wards which come from God for 
the benefits this paper brings to 
many! Thanks, Partners, thanks! 


RADIO WRR 


Hear John R. Rice preach 
with special music by W. G. 
Stroh and others on radio 
WRR, 1280 kilocyeles. The 
time is 6:15 to 6:45 -P. M. ev- 
ery Sunday. This Gospel Half 
Hour has blessed countless 
thousands, Tune in. Pray. Get 
your friends to listen. 


John R. Rice carries on this 
program by faith, and pays 
the bill himself except as 
God’s people send offerings to 
support it. If you wish to have 

, write him at 201 East 
enth Street Dallas, Texas. 


Thanks, Partners! 


MAS. RIDGWAY’S CORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 
Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 


Since the paper 
went to press last 
week I have re- 
ceived a number 
of interesting and §... 4 
encouraging let- aE. 
ters from my! >a 
friends through- }2@ 
out the country. Sez 
It makes me very 
happy to hear 
from these dear 
friends. 

Here are ex- 
cerpts from just a few letters: 

A Minister from West Texas, 
writes: 

“Do you have a pasteboard back, 
reasonably large print, Scofield Bi- 
ble with concordance like I used 
to get from you? If so, send at 
once, 

“Congratulations on your change 
in office, I believe in you, I love 
you and I am praying for you.” 

A minister from Texarkana 
writes: 

“I want to congratulate both 
Brother Rice and you on your 
change. May the Lord work many 
blessings by this change, for His 
glory and the on-going of His 
cause. 

“I am hoping to be able to at- 
tend the Bible school.” 

A friend from Ft. Worth writes: 

“I can’t keep from thinking of 
you day by day. The first time you 
come back, come to see me.” 

Be sure and see our book ad 
elsewhere in this paper. As yet the 
Sword of The Lord is not self sup- 
porting, and every book you buy 
from us helps to send the Sword 
of The Lord with its gospel mes- 
sages, 

My address is 201 East Tenth 
Street, Dallas, Texas, and I shall 
be glad to have you write me for 
information about books, the paper 
or just a personal letter. 


“My Wife Burns Her Dinner Reading “The 


Sword of the Lord’ And I Almost Ran Into 
Light Posts Coming From the Office With It” 


Comments From The Readers 


< 

“Now for a testimony of The 
Sword of the Lord. We certainly 
can say a loud amen! My wite 
burns her dinner reading The 
Sword of the Lord, and I almost 
run into light posts coming trom 
the office with it. Our prayeis «.. 
that it will always be full of the 
gospel as it is now.” A. E. 5., 
Jacksooro, Texas. 

“We do say amen to the fine 
sermons in The Sword of the Lord. 
“Lhe Unpardonable Sin’ and ‘Mus- 
solini Restores the Roman Empire 
and ‘Lost— Your Soul’— what 
great sermons they are.” Mrs. F. 
I. E., Foreman, Arkansas . 

“Praise the Lord for the dlis- 
covery of your publication, The 
Sword of the Lord. God bless you.’ 
Mr. H. B., Marlboro, Mass. 

“I think you are doing a wonder- 
ful work through the little paper. 
Il read it from front to back and 
enjoy it all. The sermons in it are 
such a blessing to me. May God’s 
riehest blessings rest and abide 


with you. May you continue in 
the good work.” Miss lI. G., Ham- 
lin, Texas. 


“It is indeed a very great pleas- 
ure, joy, as well as an inspiration to 
read some of the soul stirring mes- 
Sages contained in The Sword of 
the Lord and of John R. Rice; who 
declares the ‘whole counsel of Goa 
without fear or favor’ just like 
John the Baptist ad of old. 


“Some one of the brethren or 
sisters (don’t know which) made 
me happy by placing my name on 
subscription mailing list, for I en- 
joy reading said double-edged 
‘Sword ’of mighty power and con- 
vincing truths that can only come 
from one of His (the Lord’s) 


4 
books, “The Bible’——the Word of 
God.” J. H, W., Dallas, Texas. 


One of Man ~ Who Were Blessed 


By Sermon Unpardonable Sin’ 

The sermon printed in The Sword 
of the Lord, April 10th, on “The 
Unpardonable Sin” produced a pro- 
found impression and many, many 
people have written asking for 
extra copies and telling how they 
were blessed by it. We have a 
few left if you want one and we 
will send you one free, if you wish. 
Enclose postage. 


“We are writing you concerning 
your good paper which we so much 
enjoy, some one was so kind to 
send us. How we thank them for 
it. We want you to know we be- 
lieve in you and how we do enjoy 
those good sermons. “The Unpar- 
donable Sin’ and the last one was 
such a timely message. We could 
just feel the power of God while 
reading it.” 

(Signed) Mrs, P. and mother 
Abilene, Texas 


The Results of Christmas Sub- 

scriptions 

“I wanted so much to help to 
spread the gospel that Bro. Rice 
has made so easy to understand 
through our paper, ‘The Sword of 
the Lord.’ So last winter I made 
six or eight of my Christmas 
presents subscriptions to The 
Sword. 

“Now I am not complaining, but 
would be so happy to do more and 
since you may never know that I 
am so crippled in my hip—can’'t 
get around very much and not so 
young as I used to be (67 winters) 


anointed, and according to aivine 
wisdom found in the Book of all 


—I can still pray. Praise the Lord. 
Now I am making three other 


“JESUS AND PETER” 


Sermon ie shall| 


Sunday Morning 
June 14, at the 
Tabernacle 


(Stenographicaily Reported) 


PRAYER: Our Dear Father, we 
pray that our lives may count for 
Thee. Now people come with their 
burdens, some with sorrows, some 
carelessly indifferent, but bless ev- 
ery heart here this morning through 
Thy Word and Thou, dear Jesus, 
suffering and betrayed, denied and 
forsaken, Thou Jesus, who prays 


for us and loves us and will not | 


let us go, bless us this morning 
through the preaching of the Word 
and through the sweet songs and 
hold on to us this morning by Thy 
grace. 

In Luke the 22nd chapter, I want 
yeu to begin with verse 31 and 
read four verses, and then in the 
same chapter some other verses in 
a moment. . We 
are accustomed here to bringing 
our Bibles to the services and look- 


ing on. | 


“And the Lord said, Simon, Si- 

mon, behold, Satan hath vwesired 

to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: 

“But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren. 

“And he said unto him, Lord, 

I am ready to go with thee, both 
into prison and to death, 

“And he said, I tell thee, Peter, 
the cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny 
that thou knowest me.” 

And now skip to verse 54, 

“Then took they him, and led 
him, and brought him into the 
high priest’s house. And Peter 
followed afar off. 

“And when they had kindled a 
fire in the midst of the hall, and 
were set down together, Peter sat 
down among them. 


“But a certain maid beheld him 
as he sat by the fire, and earnest- 
ly looked upon him and said, This 
man was also with him. 

“And he denied him, saying, 
Woman, I know him not. 


“And after a little while an- 
other saw him, and said, Thou 


art also of them. rer bochwer no 4 


Man, I am not. 

“And about the space of one 
hour after another confidently af- 
firmed, saying, Of a truth this 
fellow also was with him: for he 
is a Galilaean, 

“And Peter said, Man, I know 
not what thou sayest. And im- 
mediately, while he yet spake, the 
cock crew.” 

And there Matthew adds the words 

that he cursed and swore and said 

“I know not the man.” 

“And the Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peter, And Peter re- 
membered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said unto him, Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny 
me thrice, 
“And Peter went out, and wept 
bitterly.” 

Now there are those who make 
a mistake. They say that Chris- 
tians never sin. There are those 
that say Christ saves us from sin 
and therefore that if you are really 
a child of God, you will never do 
anything very bad. There are those 
that say that if one is born again 
he will never curse or get drunk 
or commit adultery. They are 
wrong, utterly wrong. Simon Peter 
was a lhe converted man, born 

(CONT ON PAGE 2) 


gifts to relatives and friends with — 
my own name as the fourth which 
you may extend to ‘37. 


ing several more months of 
pleasure and profit. 
“Now I'll just quote a part of 
a letter received from one of the 
subscribers. ‘I enjoy the littie pa- 
per and feel like Brother Rice just 
about has the Bible boiled down 
to where it ought to be.’ Another 
says, ‘I was interested in the ser- 
mon on the Unpardonable Sin. 
First time I have ever unuerstood 
it.’ Another, ‘It’s fine. Yes, I read 
it every bit and pass it on to 
others.’ So I feel like that’s doing 
some good.” 
(Signed) Mrs. J. F. B. 


ee 


Mart, Texas 
There are other fine letters that 
have rejoiced our hearts, but we 
must not take room for them. If 
you want to make somebody 
py, see that they get to read - 
Sword of the Lord. Do not waste 
your copies. Pass them on to some. 
body else unless you intend to keep 


them. Shut-ins, old people, and . 
sick people, and those on farms | 


who cannot regularly attend 
church, will be especially grateful. 
Don’t you know that foreign mis- 
sionaries and those in old people’s 
homes would like to read re ly 
these messages so blessed of God? 
We are anxious to get the paper out 
and we thank God for these happy 
responses from every side, 


a 


A Typographical : 


Error 


Last week in The Sword of the 
Lord, in the article, “Has Your 
Church Really Dropped the Baptist 
Name?” the printer made me say, 
“I do not believe that God often 
heals the sick in answer to prayer, 
and that Christians should have 
Holy Spirit power for soul win- 
ning, and in a separated life, but 
my position on these matters is the 
same as Dr. Torrey, D. L. Moody, 
Charles G, Finney, A. J. Gordon 
and other great saints of the past.” 
The linotypist put in the “not” by 
mistake. Then the proof reader in 
the printer’s office missed it, and 
so I was made to say exactly’ the 
opposite of what I had written. 


I DO “believe that God often 
heals the sick in snewet a ae 
and that Christians have 
Holy Spirit power for soul winning, 
and in a separated life.” In fact, 
I know that Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 
I am sure that the of the 
New Testament is the kind that we 
should have today. Our churches 
should be New Testament churches, 
our praying should be New Testa- 
ment praying — get 
tament answers. r revivals 
should follow the patterns of New 
Testament revivals. We should pat- 
tern after New Testament Chris- 


tians in our faith, our labors and in © a 
and the Funda~ 


Holy Spirit power, 
I am a Baptist, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


So if our 
Lord tarries that long, I'll be oe f 
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~ ageln, and yet here he denied eveh 

he knew Jesus, and the Scrip- 

é says that he cursed and swore. 

“He was guilty of cowardice, lying, 

was unfaithful, disloyal; guilty of 

outright cursing an “) blasphemy. 

Peter was guilty of as bad a sin 

as a Christian could be, I suppose. 
It was a terrible sin, 


Really Born Again Christians May 
Get Drunk, Curse, or Deny Christ 


You will not gain anything for 
Christ and Christianity if you al- 
ways take up for Christians. Many 
people are truly born again, and 
yet they do very wicked things. I 
am sorry that they do, but they 
do. You will give more glory to 
Christ if you admit it. The blood 
of Christ is enough, not only to 
Save a man, but it is also enough 
to help him to live a victorious 
Christian life. That is true, but it 
doesn’t do a new convert any good 
to tell him he is out of temptation 
and will never have any more 
trouble from the devil. Old Peter 
had plenty of trouble from the 
devil after he was saved, after he 
was born again. 

It is a bad thing that this world 
is against Jesus Christ. That is 
bs terrible. Oh, it is too bad for sin- 
; ts mers to turn down the Saviour and 
ie drive away the Holy: Spirit and 
grieve Him and won't hear the 

. But do you remember it 
must be worse in the sight of God 
‘and the results are infinitely worse 
that children of God are unfaithful. 
The ten virgins, five were wise 
and five foolish, and yet, they all 
slumbered and slept. I am sure the 
Bridegroom was more concerned 
about the wise that had the oil 
and yet went to sleep and was 
more embarassed about it. It is 
powerless Christians, not wicked 
unbelievers alone who curse a 
country and block revivals. 

Oh, Peter did wrong. I want to 
discuss the case of Peter and help 
you if I can. Here Peter did a 
terrible sin. If Peter did, you may. 
You are no better, no wiser, and no 


Typographical Error-- 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


mentalist Baptist Church in Dallas, 
of which I am pastor, is a Bap- 
tist church. But we want it known 
that we consider it a great deal 
more important to be Bible Chris- 
tians than to call ourselves Bap- 
tists. We use the term Baptist be- 
cause that is the simplest way to 
state our doctrinal position on sal- 
vation, eternal security, baptism, 
and independent congregational 
church government. We have no 
connection with denominational 
headquarters and do not support 
any denominational program. We 
still believe one can be a Baptist 
and believe all the Bible, though 
many Baptists do not. Let it be 
known now that we hold Bible doc- 
trine and Holy Spirit power of far 
more importance than the Baptist 
name. 

We are sorry that the mistake 
occurred in last week’s paper, but 
it gives me an opportunity to give 
a testimony of my faith in the 
Word of God, that God does heal 
the sick when it pleases Him, in 
answer to prayer — heals them oft- 
en by miraculous power, as well 
as sometimes by natural means; 
that He still miraculously saves 
sinners and that He still endues His 
people with Holy Spirit power for 
service in the New Testament way. 
We are sorry that the Bible doc- 
trine on healing and on Holy Spirit 
power is sometimes perverted, but 
the mistakes of others are no ex- 
‘cuse for us not to believe the Bi- 
ble and not to follow-the precepts 
and examples of the New Testa- 
ment in these matters. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and of John R. Rice 


Entered as second-class matter, 
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March 3, 1879. 
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_ JESUS AND PETER-- 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


better Christian, you don’t pray 
any more, you do not read the 
Bible any more and you do not love 
Christ any better than Simon reter 
did. If he sinned, then you may 
sin, too. You may do the same 
kind of sin. I want everybody 
here to know that there is no limit 
to the terrible depths of sin you 
may fall into after you are saved 
except you cannot commit the un- 
pardonable sin. That is the only 
sin as far as I recall that you can- 
not commit if you are saved. 

A lost man can get drunk, and 
so can a Christian. Noah did, and 
Lot did. A lost man can curse and 
blaspheme and a Christian can, too. 
Peter did, and I know some other 
people that did, too. A lost man 
can commit adultery like David 
and Samson and so can a deacon 
or preacher really born again may 
commit any kind of sin in the 
world. You had better pray, and 
watch your step, watch your heart! 
Watch and pray, or you are liable 
to fail into bad sin even if you 
are a Christian. Peter did. 


Peter Lost Out By Not Praying 


What did Peter ao that led um 
into this terribie sin? In the first 
place, Peter slept and didn’t pray: 
You have read the case of Peter 
when he was witn Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Already 
Jesus had warned the disciples, and 
warned Peter particularly. But 
when it came time to pray, Peter 
slept. He said, “I am sleepy and 
tired.” There are many times when 
you ought to pray when you are 
sleepy. You say, “But I have got 
to get my sleep.” You had better 
get your prayers answered and get 
victory over Satan first. So Peter 
got into trouble because he slept 
instead of praying. Anybody who 
wants to live straight and not get 
drunk nor fall into adultery and 
not deny Christ will have to spend 
a good deal of time praying. I 
hope you will make a definite en- 
gagement with the Lord, and some- 
time every day, pray. If you couiu 
have it at tne same time every 
day perhaps that would be better. 
At least you ought to have some 
time in secret prayer every day, a 
private consultation alone witn God 
every day. We ought to do that. 
I find that when I don’t or when 
I postpcne it unmw afternoon, 1 
often fall into sin, and I don’t 
get as much work done. A Chris- 
tian will deny Jesus somewhere 
during the day, most likely, if he 
forgets to pray, 

“Ere you left your room this 

morning, 
Did you think to pray?” 

If you hadn’t thought to pray as 
you started out the day, you will 
fall into temptation. Peter sinned 
and lost his power and joy and 
courage and committed a terrible 
sin because he didn’t pray. A Chris- 
tian cannot succeed and not pray. 
A Christian cannot whip the devil 
unless he prays. Someonehas said, 

“The devil trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his 
knees.” 


If a saint really prays with sinceré 
devotion and contrite heart, the 
devil. may well tremble, because 
he can’t get the man who holds on 
to God in prayer. Peter sinned 
by not praying. 

How much do you pray? Do you 
pray fifteen minutes a day? Most 
of us don’t. Do you pray five min- 
utes a day? Most of us do not. 
Three minutes? No, most of us 
don’t spend that much time in hon- 
est real, secret prayer to God, beg- 
ging God for help in time of need 
and for strength in time of tempta- 
tions. God help us to pray! If you 
want to whip the devil, you must 
pray. If you want to please God 
and if you»want to have strength 
for temptations then you must 
pray. Those who fail to pra 
through may deny Christ like 
Peter. 


Peter Was Weak Enough to Deny 
Christ Because He Did Not Know 
€ His Bible 


Another thing, Peter fell into sin 
because he didn’t understand about 
the crucifixion and resurrection. 
Read very carefully. It will not 
take many scriptures to show you. 
Here is an amazing thing that ev- 
ery time Jesus mentioned His cru- 
cifixion, the disciples were aston- 
ished at it and one time Peter had 
plainly said, “Lord, this shall not 
be for you. No, you are not going 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


to die. We can’t let you go and be 
crucified.” And Jesus turned and 
said to him, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan, thou art an offence to me.” 
Peter, you are on the devil’s side 
about this. The devil is trying to 
keep Me from going to the cross, 
and is trying to get me to detour 
around the crucifixion. That is 
what he has been telling me all the 
tirme. So Jesus said to reter what 
He had said to Satan, “Get tuee 
behind me, Satan, thou art an ot- 
fence to me.” 

In Luke 18:31-34, we find this 
Scripture: 

“then he took unto him the 
twelve, and said unto them, HBe- 
hold, we go up to Jerusalem, and 
all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Sui . 
man shall be accompushed. 

“For he shall be delivered un- 
to the Gentiles, and shall be 
mocked, and spitefully entreated, 
and spitted on; 

“And they shall scourge him, 
and put him to death; and the 
thira day he shall rise again. 

“And they understood none of 
these toings: and this saying was 
hid from tnem, neither knew they 
the things which were spoken.’ 


They did not understand the Old 
Testament teaching that Jesus 
would be tried, crucified, and rise 
again, 

Every time Jesus mentioned go. 
ing to the cross, being buried and 
the third day that He would rise 
again, they didn’t understand about 
it. They didn’t understand about 
His death, and didn’t understand 
about His resurrection. Until 
Jesus came into the upper room 
they didn’t believe Him. ‘hen they 
thought He was a ghost until He 
said, “Here I am. See my hands, 
with the nail scars. Put your finger 
there and thrust your hand in my 
side. Do not be faithiess, put be- 
lieving.’”’ Not until then did they 
understand the Scripture about the 
resurrection. Peter fell into sin and 
denied Christ because he hadn’t 
learned the Word of God as he 
ought. Because tney came to the 
time when the world turnec 
against Jesus and He was now 
ready to be crucifieu, and thought, 
“Jesus has failed and the gospei 
has failed and we are ruined!” 
Peter just didn’t understand it, and 
didn’t Know what to do. He didn’t 
know how it would turn out be- 
cause he hada’t studied and prayeu 
over the Word of God as he shouid 
have, 

Those two that walked down the 
road to Emmaus that day talking 
and were sad— when Jesus came 
along they didn’t know Him. He 
said, What are you talking about’ 
Why are you so sad?” ‘i ney said, 
“Well, there was a man named Je- 
sus of Nazareth, a prophet, and we 
thought it was He who should have 
redeemed Israel, but now He is 
dead!” And Jesus said, “O fools 
and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken. Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these 
things and to have enterea into 
his glory ?’”’.. And He opened up the 
books of Moses and the Psalms 
and the prophets and taught tiem 
case after case and Scripture after 
Scripture and that Jesus 
had4to-die and had to rise again the 
third day so that His blood could 


pay for sinners. 


If Peter had learned that back 
yonder, he wouldn’t have commit- 
ted that terrible sin. He wouldn’t 
have’been discouraged. When you 
get discouraged you are liable to 
fall into sin, Somebody says, “Well, 
I am so biue today.” You had bet- 
ter get out of the blue and get in- 
to the pink. When you are blue, 
the devil is on yourtrail._ . 

This is the way this physical 
body is. There is normally a slight 
alkaline chemical reaction in the 
body. If that body doesn’t have 
enough exercise or if you eat too 
much meats, fat and sugar instead 
of vegetables and fruit, then you 
get an acid condition in the whole 


Y| body. Then the stomach, the elim- 


ination and other things are not 
right. Then any kind of infection 
just prospers. Any time you get the 
body all soured up with an acid 
condition then there will be throat 
trouble, enlarged tonsils, constipa- 
tion or kidney trouble or some ter- 
rible thing the matter with you. 
The doctors have found out that no 
matter if it is just a trouble in the 
toes, it is often caused by an acid 
condition of the body. When you 
get blue and discouraged and dis- 
heartened and down in the mouth, 
it gives the devil a good chance. 
I know lots of men today can whi 

the liquor lust and the drink habit 


until they get down in the moyth 
and discouraged and feel tnat they 
don’t have any friends, and when 
they go home the wife inat they 
love scolds them and it isn’t happy 
around tnere. Then he goes out 
and says, “ I will just have a glass 
of beer and it will pick me up, 
and maybe I will feel a little vet- 
ter.” Then the first thing he knows 
he is drunk and back again in tne 
old habit and in the gutter of sin. 


Peter wouldn’t have been dis- 
couraged and downnearted and ae- 
feated if he had only known ahead 
of time when Judas came and 
kissed the shameful kiss on the 
face of Jesus, if he could have said, 
“Oh, it is sad, but it is coming to 
pass and He will die, and His biood 
poured out will pay for my sins. 
But I will see Him rise again. lI 
will see Him ascend.”’ Peter would 
not have denied Jesus if he had 
known this aheau of time, Peter 
wouldn’t have been whipped that 
day. Peter did wrong, Peter did 
not study the Bible, didn’t learn 
the Bible. If Peter had known the 
Bible he wouldn’t have fallen into 
that terrible sin. 

No wonder David said, “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart that 
I might not sin against thee.” If 
you don’t watch the Bible, if you 
don’t learn the Bible, if you don’t 
hide it in your heart and store it 
away like precious treasures hid 
in your heart, you are going to fall 
into terrible sin. The only safe- 
guard for a child of God is hold- 
ing on by prayer and then hung 
the Word of God in your heart. 
What I mean is this: John 15:% 
says, “If ye abide in me (through 
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the Holy Spirit’s leadership) and 
my words avide in you (the oivic,, 
ye shall ask what ye will (in 
prayer) and it shall be done unto 
you.” That is constant prosperity, 
constant safeguarding, Constantly 
winning the fight every day through 
the bibie and prayer. Peter missed 
those two, 

My triends, I beg you, do not 
negiect the Word os God. Sin will 
keep you from the Buble or the 
Bibie will keep you from sin. The 
man that goes on in sin and likes 
sin and hoids on to it will have 
no taste for that book. That is’ 
the way mr. Wyzenbeek here in 
Sunday school toid about the book 
of poetry and the girl didn’t like 
the poetry and thought it was dry , 
as dust. here is something badiy * 
wrong with the Christian when the * 
Bible is dry to him, when he takes 
up this hoiy Book, ‘this Book writ- 
ten by the Holy Spirit and men 
wrote down the words of God and 
you read here about reaemption, 
about salvation, and about God's 
love and the romance of creation 
and a thousand mysteries and glo- 
ries of the world to come; and it 
is dry to you! Brother, you have 
been doing something you oughin’t 
to do. Something is wrong in 
your life or that Book would be 
sweet and fresh and fascinating 
and lovely beyond compare. You 
get this now, the Word of God is 
a safeguard ; sin, 

Many a Caristian gets out here 
and has a little persecution, or a 
soul winner starts out to win sin- 
ners and they talk a little sharply 
or insult you and you get dis- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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ne have trouble in the home and you | are close enough to Jesus you will| If you run with the devil’ crowd, am 
in JESUS AND PETER ie may go off and get drunk, the devil| suffer for it. You had just as| that traitor will unlock the engalis 3S 
me . will take advantage of every| well face that. I will tell you the| and let them in. Inbred sin! the ~ 
% ma ——-.+wisiwe (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) | pd na ‘ng a 0 pee cory iss 4 other side of it, eget Just as np is ceteky wee eee Sonne ae 
, uraged mistreats you-—-perhaps you m certain as you run with the devil’s| and despera Voom 
tly eeather? =o go, ge cpt = Pete “eo and a heart of Christ.| your finger—you never aid intend crowd, vO Wil suffer for it. You| ture says. . a? 
gh ble. If you had read rt Bible rbapeveat by a th oy te for all! to do anything wrong, but wie. | will suffer more by running with Simon Peter sinned in going in = | 
sy like you should, you would have| picture of & Child of God ond Sa_| You mash your finger real nard|the devil's crowd. Yes, you will!| there with those wicked soldiers. ~ | 
expected that ahead of time. You pan w ble t : ere te rs &-| then the devil says, “There is a Somebody says, “Well, there is so| He had been as bow as a lion De- | 
lot would have said. “I know they de- er — age * se salle that good time to get mau.” You miu); /| much to give up if I come out| fore this time, but the sinfulnature =} 
bo spised Jesus and they will a ige Bika My use he didn’t know the| not say everything out loud, but|and out for Jesus.” It is nothing | inside betrayed him, the first taing = 4} 
_ me, too, but He said He Sat be Sinie you do not know your) the devil will take advantage o:| like what you will have to give| he knew. He wouldn't believe i ~~ 
he with me.” I you had read you | host gate, Rave it on your! everything that comes along.| up if you don’t! Somebory says,| himself. He didn’t intend to do it. © 
an Bible you would know veg the hat, ma ry om interpretation —| Jesus said, “I wil give we uevii “Well, Brother Rice, it costs some-| He himself didn’t snow he would 4 
fies . Bible says, “Blessed are ye, when| You can’t be devi: will whip you. | every advantage of me and yet| thing to be a Christian.” It costs| do it until he heard himseif curs- 
- men shall revile you, and _ineteamn 9 eg ae beat the devil without | gefeat him. So no poor, weak sin-/ more to serve the devil and take | ing and swearing. Oh, Jesusturned 
on you, and say all Seng of evil Th ph Res! om ner can ever say that I have/ the devil’s wages. For the wages/| and looked at him and the rooster ~~ 
0k “against you falsely, for my sak The Lord Jesus Christ was our| had better chance than He.” So] of sin is death. crowed, and he realized how he 
Ke , * Rejoice pi be ene his Pe f “ mpage on this matter. One time | He went out there forty days and I am sure Simon Peter lost more.| had sinned! He didn’t mean WW, 
ry ; eat is your reward in dee ne 0 é went out into the wilderness | nights without a bite to eat aua/I am sure as he looked back many | he didn’t want to, but he was be- 
rl : K ipeouted they th : h ve to be tempted of the devil. He| then when the Spirit lead Him out | and many a time he said, “If I| trayed by the sin inside. When 
he crisis were End mong ey | ets | was led by the Spirit, he was safe | to face the devil, He deteated nin. | had it to do over. . .I wish I could you run with bad company, there 
— knew your Bible od would i . ony a a yy he of the Spirit = with the Word of God! take it back that I denied Him and | is a traitor in your own breast 
‘it Whee GbR Be is goin to eye 9 my 4 a 4 sith the & mat tre This thing I praise God for. He| eursed and swore and said I did| that will lead you to your ruin. I 
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cs Bibl Peter failed d “ - tpg! Senet tl athe ni ge 4 | Single weapon but what John Rice | If Peter could only take it back: | something wicked inside wili mnd 
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it eae to Peter. the dev i] ‘Saane cas tat - a¢ “ bah m ie a nid bread,” Jesus said, “In the first |} him and came to kill him, as tra-| the devil’s crowd wiluout betraying 
ig by surprise 0 he said “It is all “ag 2794 ¢ sad hae, nage ahaa place, John Rice could not maxe | dition says, he said, ‘Don’t nail me; Jesus Christ. No Man can und 
ms gone any way, I had better save re ogg d er ge A ih Seen et bread out of rock and I am not| that way. I am not fit to die like| pleasure with the devil’s crowd 
om my own life” So Peter told the| down ta the mouth snd + | omg to do that either. In the| Jesus did. I am not worthy. I de-| without betraying the Lord Jesus 
be shameful lie. cursed and swore and Ni ae thi ort 1 en m Ms gore second place, I can not give way | nied Jesus. Turn me head down} Christ. There is a sinner inside the 
ng tried to get out of the accusation of |is not wlad the devil takes ad-|t0 the devil, even about bread. I| and nail me to the cross like that.| gate that will betray you. Your 
— being Py Teese He ane zee 5 a S . that > Penida nn ne have got to whip him some way/|I denied Jesus! That is part of | own inbred sin. Peter denied Jesus ~~ 
ts eee * “+ YOU! John Rice can whup him.” So He| the cost of bad company, because he was running with the 
said, It is written in tne buble, “Burn This Hand First" wrong crowd. If he had gone in © 
sca =] | ‘Man shall not live by bread alone TA NES TIERS FHS there and said at first, “I am one 
YS but by every word that proceedetn Like Archbishop Cramner of | of His disciples. If you are going 
in out of the mouth of the Lord shali| England, when they were going to; to kill Him, kill me, too,”"—if he ~ 
ply man live.” Ana Jesus said, “If| burn him at the stake because he/| had said that, the temptation would 
sa Books and Booklets the devil ever bothers John Rice| held on to the Bible and to the} have been all over. 
about something to eat, he can use | Protestant religion, in the reign of A new convert often says to me, 
the same Scripture.” swig Lew hay a recantation. With | “I know Rage my baer ty is 
. . is e wrote a retraction and | going to be. It is going to with 
. By John R. Rice EF pg ne i adkclnae thinte an“ | said, ‘I will take it back. The| the crowd I run with.” I will tell 
. . . bac! ' Catholic Articles are correct. My | you how to face that. Tell them, “I "i 
I can not conceive of the religion of give you all the kingdoms of tnis| - Pee ” , 
g ' ’ ; ooks are contrary to the Bible.” | have found Jesus.” Go with the : 
our Lord Jesus Christ spreading through- earth if you will bow down and), 21. hi ; ‘cht of H phere 
t the world without the use of Christian worship me one time.” And Jesus i abigpentirrmre oar Ohya a tion rd pec Ape: oven ge binamy hg i 
a6 : Radway a aggeane'oe had a Bible answer to that. Je-|@md after awhile he said, I can’t| make a bee line to the hardest 
ine races dy enegen © yo ro Ss “wa sus turned and said. “It is written, | 20 it. I am going back and say I| one and say, “I have been saved, 
See vehelad> Citeeneh Eadie a ikon thou shalt love the Lord thy God | Still believe it all—salvation by| and I want you to come and take 
a ee dee a ak ones PPA A aaa and Him only shalt thou serve.” | the blood and not by the church.’ | Jesus as your Saviour.” Take the : 
Bip gina: Eaggenelt ble “gy Mee meee And the other temptation about | They took him and tied him to the| Bible with you out there and tell : 
effective than the spoken word. falling off the pinnacie of the tem-|POSt and piled grass and brs. | them of the love of God. And the 
‘| ple, the devil told Him that the | ®?ound him and after awhile with | next time you are out, testify for 
These Books are inexpensive, you can afford to buy them angels woula bear him up lest he | §!e Somebody set fire to it and as| Jesus Christ and say, “I am look- 
to give to those who need them — make your selection dash his foot against a stone. the fire burned around him, he held | ing for you Sunday night. I want 
and order today. Jesus answered, “ihou shalt not his hand up over the flames and/ you to be on the front seat and 
tempt the Lord thy God.” He an- said, “I want this hand to burn| hear my preacher.” Take your Bi- 
"Bible Lessons on the Book of THE DANCE swered Satan by Scripture, and sc first. Let me burn that first. That/| ble with you every time you go 
aT can you. When Jesus whipped the hand is the one that signed the/ and talk about the Bible and yeu 
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come out and out for Jesus and 
you won't be tempted and fall into 
sin and deny Jesus Christ. 


Peter Fell under the Enslavement of 
An Old Habit — Cursing 


Here is another thing. Oh, that 
st Spee ton of an old habit. 
s people really knew! 
The devil — how he gets people to 
_ do wrong. He is a deceiver and py 
mature a liar and the father of 
liars. Oh, Satan — How does he do 
it? He does it by deceit. Wo 
wonder God hates a iying tongue. 
The devil was tne first liar. No 
wonder that outside the holy city, 
and outside of Heaven the Scrip- 
ture says will be liars, whore- 
mongers, etc. The devil himself is 
a liar. The way the devil got s eter 
to sin, he did it by deceiving ium, 
by lying and enslavement. . .if you 
realized what sin would do, and 
what it costs to tell a lie, you would 
not do it. If you realized what 
it Costs to steal you wouidn’t steal. 
it you realized what it costs tv 
drink, you wouldn’t do it. A sin- 
ner who turns down Jesus is Je- 
ceived. A man wouldn't do it .f 
he realized where it is leading nium 
0. He is fooled. ‘The devil must 
lead him. The prodigal boy never 
would have gone into the far coun- 
try and wasted his substance with 
riotous living, but he was deceived. 
He didn’t know it would lead him 
to the hogpen. And when “he 
came to himself,” he got up and 
went home like he ougnt to have 
done all the time, 


Back in the years when Peter 
Was a fisherman with horny 
hands by the side of the Sea of 
Galilee, day after day pulling in 
the fish, he didn’t ever think a 
little cursing would hurt him much, 
Oh, Simon reter, if you just knew 
that those lips that you trained to 
curse —if you just knew when Je- 
sus was on triai for His lite, if you 
had just known that you would 
curse and swear and deny Him, 
you wouldn’t be cursing out there! 
Sin will betray you. xou let sin 
get a hold, and then in the crisis 
of your life, it will betray you. 
You might say, “I can drink a 
little now, and then I can quit it.” 
Maybe you can, but you won’t stay 
quit. ‘Ine first time of weakness, 
@ man says, “I think it is all mght 
to drink a little before you are 
married.” One of these days atter 
you are married when tne boys 
say, “Let's go out for a little good 
time,” and you arink a littie, toen 
the old habit and lust for it will 
return and you are gone! 


I will tell you, poor old Simon 
Peter was just going back to his 
old habit. Is there anybody nere 
who thinks this is the first time 
Simon Peter ever cursed? Do you 
think it is the first time he ever 
swore? Oh, No. No! Oh, no. Let! 
me tell you something. Listen, | 
yonder is a man out by the sea| 
coast and he hangs his net on a 
snag and lets out a string of oaths. 
Do you think that fellow died when 
Simon Peter was converted? No, 
he didn’t die, he is still wearing the 
Same pants. Another man, born 
again, there are two men wearing 
the same clothes. But that old 
blaspheming curser has been there 
all the time. The only safe way is 
never to begin what you do not 
want to do in a crisis, 


Anybody who ever cursed — you 
will have it coming to mind a thou- 
sand times when you wish it never 
did. A Christian curse? Yes. It 
will come into your mind a thou- 
sand times when you wouldn’t rc 
any amount of money have it pos- 
sess your heart, 

A man hears a dirty yarn or tells 
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a dirty, foul story. You wouldn't 
know it, but ome day when you 
have learned to love the sweetest 
girl you ever knew and you have 
your own little children that love 
you and look up to you and you 
long to be pure and good and you 
Start out to win souls and you wisi 
you were worthy to carry the gos- 
pel message in such a poor earthen 
vessel. . .i1t will come back with 
the crashing ruin of an old evil, 
enslaving habit, like it came bacna 
on Peter in the time of temptation. 
You had better beware of the 
thing you tied on back yonder. It 
will still be tied on down here... 
When you are trying to safeguard 
your testimony you had better be- 
ware, and stay close to Jesus be- 
cause you have sown some seed 
back there that you will be reap- 
ing inthe time of thehardest 
temptation. Beware of the enslav- 
ing habits! 


Which Was Greater Shame, Be- 
trayed by Judas or Denied by 
Peter? 


Oh, when Jesus was betrayed by 
His enemy, that was bad. Can you 
imagine that any kiss ever burned 
like the kiss of Judas when he 
came and said, “I will show you 
where He is. The one I kiss, tnat 
is Jesus?” When he came to kiss 
Him and Jesus said, “Hail, friend, 
and Judas kissed Him on the 
cheek ——- do you suppose any kiss 
ever burned like that kiss did? 
I wonder, How do you suppose that 
Judas felt himself when his un- 
holy lips touched the face of the 
pure Son of God’ Can you imagine 
the pollution and the shame’? Je- 
sus ioved him and caiied him 
triend. He did not rebuke him, he 
didn’t shame or scoro fim. Can 
you imagine the poilution taal Je- 
sus teits; 1 do not think any pure 
girl who was ever seized by a rul- 
uan and vioiated, ever feit one- 
Nait the shame tnat Jesus, the holy 
Une Must nave felt woen Judas, 
tne belrayer, and euemy, Came ana 
Missed the [ace OF Jesus, aud De- 
Lrayed tim, and nen Me was tak- 
en yonder aad conaemned and 
wicked men mocked hum and spit 
AN fils Tace aud drove the Dales uw: 
Fis hands. Oh, this worid! What a 
tercribie slate OF Neart the sinner 
has: hivery one of the devil's pev- 
pie heiped to crucity Jesus. ‘hat 
was bad. Some way, I can’t im- 
agine, I can’t believe that when 
Jesus turned and Judas kissed hum 
on the cheek aad JeSus said not 
a word, I can’t believe that was 
one-hair as burning and wicked 
as when Jesus saw him, Simon 
reter, yonder and heard him say, 
“I don’t know him. I don’t even 
know the man. I tell you, blank- 
ety-blank, I don’t even Know him!”’ 
Somebody else says, “Surely you 
are with Him, you are a Galilean.” 
“No, I don’t even know Him!” And 
the third time, lo! a rooster 
crowed! Startled, he looked at Je- 
sus and Jesus looked at him. Some- 
way, Jesus didn’t say anything. I 
don’t know whether the Son of God 
could be struck speechless. I don’t 
think that hurt like when Peter 
denied Him, when they put on that 
crown of thorns and pressed it 
down, I don’t think that hurt like 
this disciple that He loved and 
prayed for when He heard him out 
there cursing and swearing. No. 
No. I don’t think so. When they 
sat down and mocked Him, this 
wicked world, and said, “Come 
down from the cross, come on down 
if you are the Son of God as you 
Say, save yourself then. Do you 
think that hurt one-half as bad 
as the shame when His own bought 
children, His own disciples who had 
slept in the same bed with Him 
and had eaten from the same loaf 
and John lay his head on Jesus’ 
bosom, when they al! had forsaken 
Him and Simon Peter had cursed 
and swore and denied Him? I 
think that the worst thing that can 
hurt the heart of God is when His 
own children turn away and deny 

Betrayed in the house of His 
friends, denied by His own, those 
bought by His blood! 


Jesus Loved Peter Stilll 

The suffering Jesus, betrayed, 
condemned, denied and forsaken! 
There are two or three things I 
want to mention about Jesus. I 
have preached this morning to my 
own heart. It has been like a whip 
falling on my own back. Every- 


thing I have said thus far has hurt 


and pained, but I come to another 
part, It is good for us sinning 
Christians. 

Someone says, “Well, Brcther 
Rice, do you think sinners will get 
to Heaven? That is the only 
kind of folks that are going to get 
there. But the sin will be taken 
out then. You say, “Do Christians 
sin?” That is the only kind of 
Christians there are — sinning 
Christians. 

What kind of a Saviour do we 
have? The first thing, He loves 
us still. He still loved Peter. 

Mr. Wyzenbeek told the story 
when somebody said, “Oh, how I 
love Jesus,” he said we ought 
to sing, “Oh how we ought to love 
Jesus.”’ That is the way I feel this 
morning, 

Do you love the Lord? Well, lI 
do love Him. My life denies it. My 
life contradicts it, but I love Him: 
yet oh, so little. I ought to love Him 
more. I said to an old man one 
time, “Do you love the Lord?” And 
he said, “Oh, no, not nearly as 
much as I ought to, as if it were 
a good excuse why he couldn't 
claim to be a Christian. Il 
am in the same boat. I don’t love 
Him half as much as I ought to 
either. My being saved and my 
safety and security are not dependa- 
ing on my loving Jesus, but are de- 
pending on Him loving me, and He 
loves me still! 

I said to a man once, “Do you 
love the Lord?” He said, “Yes, 
but I know of something a whole 
lot better than that.’ I said, “What 
is that?” I was a good deal sur- 
prised and about ready to rebuke 
him, when he said, “He loves me!” 
And I am depending on that a 
whole lot more. My dear brother, 


but He loved Him. 
Jesus Prayed for Peter 


Jesus prayed for him. I told you 
awhile ago to keep on praying. 
Praying 1s a safeguard. it keeps 
you from doing wrong. That is 
right, but my salvation doesn’t de- 
pend on my praying. My salvation 
depends on Jesus’ praying. Some 
one says, “Brother Rice, if you 
quit praying you’ will lcse out.’ 
No, if Jesus quits praying, | will 
lose out. He is at the mgnt hana 
of the Father praying for me, in- 
terceding tor me. And He sends 
the Holy Spirit down to teach me 
how to pray and the Holy spirit 
prays for me with groanings that 
cannot be uttered. 

Jesus had said to Simon Peter, 
“You are going to deny me before 
the rooster crows in the morning, 
you will deny me three times.’ 
reter said, “I am not. Everybody 
else may, but I won’t.” “But Peter, 
I have prayed for thee that thy 
faith fail not. 1 have prayed for 
thee, Peter. ‘sue devil desires to 
have you to sift you as wheat. You 
may think you are gone, but I 
have prayed for you.” Feter did 
think he was gone. Peter never 
thought he woulu be a preacher 
any more. Peter never dreamed 
he would get up at Pentecost 
and preach and three thousand 
would be saved. Peter thought, “I 
have lost my reputation. The Chris- 
tians won't have confidence in me 
any more. Jesus won't have any 
thing to do with me any more.” 
But Jesus said, “Peter, listen, I 
have prayed for you and I know 
how the old devil is going to shake 
you. He will shake out some of 


Jesus loved Peter. That is strange, | 


your pride and bragging that you) 


are better than the other disciples, 
but I have prayed for you that 
your faith fail not.” 

Oh, my friends, thank God for 
the love of Jesus that forgives us 
and that never lets us go. “I have 
prayed for you.” I wave seen a 
mother pray for her boy, and after 
he is saved. I have seen her shout 
and praise God, up and down the 
aisle and say, “I have prayed for 
him ever since he was born.” That 
is a long time to pray. That is a 
whole lot of faithfulness in prayer. 
I have seen a wife get up again 
and again and say, “I have prayed 
for my husband thirty years, and 
now My prayers are answered.” 
That is a long time to pray. That 
is a lot of faithfulness in prayer. 


But thank God, for these i,900 


years, the Lord Jesus has remem- 
bered me and loved me and He has 
never let me slip and never let me 
go. He has held on, and God has 
answered His prayer. Not every 
mother’s prayer is answered, but, 
my friends, Jesus’ prayer is an- 
swered. And He has prayed for me. 
and I am kept. Brother, the devil 
can’t get me. He shakes me, and 
shakes all my pride out and all my 
self reliance, and shakes all the 


things out of my pockets. The 
Lord can get good out of the devil’s 
works. Sometimes God even 
makes the wrath of men to praise 
Him. But the prayer of Jesus—the 
devil can’t ge. me out of reach 
of the prayers of Jesus. “I have 
prayed for thee,” He says. 

I am thankful that I have a 
High Priest praying, One who has 
entered into the vail, into the holy 
place, to the shekinah glory! I 
have an anchor sure and steadfast. 
My friends, I thank God for the 
prayer of Jesus, 

“Well, Brother Rice,” you say, 
aren’t you afraid one of these days 
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you will fall so far you 

get back?” I have fallen many 
times. “The steps of a good man 
are ordered b Lord: and 
he delighteth in way. 

he fall (I have many times), 
shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the Lord upholdeth him with his 
hand.” The Lord Jesus is praying 
for me and I am kept, I am pre- 
served by the prayers of the Lord 
Jesus whose prayers are always 
answered as in the case of reter. 


Jesus loved him, and Jesus warned 
him. God prays for us and then 
He warns us. 


(To Be Continued) 
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